ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
The taxonomy of the genus Ocimum L. is based essentially on morphological characters of the inflorescence, flowers and leaves. The indumentum has been used to distinguish infraspecific taxa and to help separate taxa which are vegetatively very similar (Paton, 1992; Albuquerque & Andrade, 1998a) .
The first complet taxonomic survey of the genus in Brazil was made by Schmidt (1858) in the Flora Brasiliensis. A century later, Pereira (1972) presented a key to species in Brazil, but excluding one species previously recognized by Schmidt (1858) Schmidt (1858) . Albuquerque & Andrade (1998b) , recognized 12 species in Brazil and analysed the infraespecific variation in some species (Albuquerque & Andrade, 1998a; Albuquerque, 1998) .
Studies of the plants in traditional markets in Recife (Pernambuco) revealed the existence of a new variety of O. minimum L., an species widely cultivated throughout the world. Study of the herbarium collections at the herbaria ALCB and IPA (herbarium codes following Holmgreen et al, 1990) yielded two new varieties of Ocimum campechianum Mill. These varieties are formally described and named in this paper. 
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